LOVE
love is thwarted sexual love towards a non-existent
puppy is to make psychology a comic opera. The
parental love behaviour pattern vanes widely from the
sexual.
Again, the normal relations of friendship between
persons of the same sex, in all their variety, from
lasting and intimate friendship to a tenderness we feel
for someone we have never seen merely because he
is a fellow-countryman or a fellow-creature in distress,
form a group of distinctive behaviour-patterns. It is
unsaentific to regard these as kinds of thwarted or
inhibited sexual love. Indeed to do so robs the quite
clear concept of sexual perversion of any meaning.
In homosexuality or zoophily the sexual behaviour-
emotion pattern is directed to abnormal objects, and
is necessarily modified thereby. But if all tenderness
for persons of one's own sex or animals, is simply the
sexual pattern of behaviour modified by the novel
circumstances, what is the difference ? How can we
distinguish between friendship and perversion? The
error is due to a misunderstanding of what the instinct
really is. An instinct is a certain innate behaviour-
pattern or chain of reflexes, conditioned or modified
by experience, The word * love *, as commonly used,
includes such modified behaviour-patterns as delight
in other peoples' presence, sensibility to one person
rather than another, generosity towards them, desire
to see them, and various other forms of affectionate
behaviour which psychologists can only describe aridly
and formally. It includes also the desire for sexual
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